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Conclusions and Recommendations

Representatives of Indigenous Peoples’ communities, organizations and networks from Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia, Africa, North America and the Arctic gathered to discuss how to engage and contribute effectively in the preparatory processes and the conference proper of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development, known as “Rio + 20”, and to offer proposals and recommendations based on the experiences and perspectives of our Peoples. 

We express our thanks to the Ford Foundation, Fondo Indigena and UN WOMEN for their support.  We also thank COICA, the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Inter-tribal Committee and COIAB for co-organizing this event; and the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil, for hosting us on their ancestral lands and territories. 

Almost 20 years have passed since the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janero, where the States and Peoples of the world made a firm collective commitment to the implementation of a new vision for Sustainable Development.   However, 20 years later, Indigenous Peoples see that little has changed since then regarding the fundamental relationship between human societies and the natural world, and that ecosystems and biodiversity, as well as Indigenous Peoples who depend on them, are ever more threatened and endangered.  

Indigenous Peoples continue to challenge the development model based on resource extraction and market-based models, which fails to recognize that we human beings are an integral part of the natural world, and also fails to respect human rights, including the inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples.  International standards like the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirm that development is social and cultural, as well as economic.  Indigenous Peoples maintain the right to define and freely pursue our own vision of development based on our needs, priorities, traditional understandings and responsibilities, including the cultural and spiritual relationships with the Natural World, our ancestral territories and the ecosystems that have sustained us since time immemorial.  We also affirm our sacred responsibility to defend the lives and survival of future generations of our Peoples.   

In this spirit, we will continue to challenge the development models that are destroying Mother Earth, and putting at risk the survival of Indigenous Peoples and the entire human family.             

Based on these perspectives and understandings, we present the following conclusions and recommendations to the States, UN system, Indigenous Peoples and international public opinion, as we prepare for our full, active and effective participation in all phases  and activities of the Rio+20 World Conference: 

Conclusions

1. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2007 and now supported by all UN member States, provides a framework for the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in all stages of the Rio + 20 process, as well as the implementation of the rights of Indigenous Peoples in relation to the themes and final outcomes.  The Declaration must be fully implemented at all stages in this process in accordance with Article 42 and a number of its other provisions.  

2. Our participation will continue to be guided by important statements and declarations which have been developed by Indigenous Peoples over the past 20 years, and are directly relevant to the core themes and areas which will be addressed at Rio + 20.  These include, among others, the Kari-Oca Declaration, the Kimberley Statement and the Johannesburg Plan of Action, the  Jokkmokk Declaration, the Declaration of Atitlan and the outcomes from the 1st and 2nd Indigenous Peoples Global Consultations on Food Sovereignty, Right to Food and Food Security, the Anchorage Declaration from the Indigenous Peoples Global Summit on Climate Change, the Akwé: Kon. We have also developed voluntary guidelines, such as the Declaration for Health, Life and Defense of our Lands, Rights and Future Generations, from the first International Indigenous Women’s Environmental and Reproductive Health Symposium, as well as the work of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to develop and implement indicators of well-being for Indigenous Peoples.    

3. We will work together to prepare an Indigenous Peoples’ report for Rio + 20, for submission by mid-October.  The issues raised in the Johannesburg Declaration will serve as a guide for our contributions, including our assessment of progress and shortfalls over that last 20 years.  Emerging priorities that will be considered include: food sovereignty from an Indigenous perspective, sustainable agriculture and fishing, energy security and access to clean energy, water security, cultural importance of water and access to clean water, oceans and the “blue economy”; impacts of deglaciation; impacts of urbanization/sustainable cities; population dynamics including migration and immigration and the status of “climate refugees”; disaster resilience, creation of “protected areas”, employment/decent jobs in sustainable/environmentally protective industries (especially for young people) ,  access to information and other means of  public involvement and consultation,  and financing for  community-based sustainable adaptation projects. 

4. Despite the commitments and investments made at Rio (1992), damage to the environment is increasing. Loss of biological diversity continues to accelerate in Indigenous territories and around the world.  In Indigenous territories in various regions, the natural environment upon which we depend for our survival continues to be degraded.  This is occurring as a result of accelerating climate change, degradation of forests, policies and programs which undermine local food sovereignty, poor governance and institutional frameworks, lack of respect for the stewardship rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the lack of full participation in decision-making, the increasing numbers of environmental refugees, the implications of REDD+;  continued proliferation and global transport of Persistent Organics Pollutants; ongoing loss of land and ocean species, and extractive industries activities, including coal mining and oil drilling.  

5. Unfortunately there is little evidence that States are willing to take positions regarding Sustainable Development that challenge the current models of development, which are responsible of these and other detrimental impacts.  Indigenous Peoples can offer significant contributions for the development of a new model for sustainable development, which can be adopted by all participants in Rio + 20 as a core outcome, that responds to the most urgent necessities.

6. The implementation of National and International human rights standards including the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Nation-to-nation Treaties concluded between Indigenous Peoples and States, would contribute significantly towards protecting Indigenous Peoples’ rights to lands, territories and natural resources and to safeguarding the environment worldwide.  However, to date, many States have been unwilling to fully implement, or to integrate and recognize such human rights norms and standards in discussions on Environment and Development, including in the Convention processes which emerged from the 1st Earth Summit.   

7. All mitigation, adaptation and conservation measures regarding climate change and protection of biological diversity, including the creation of “protected areas”, must be planned, carried out and implemented by States and non-governmental organizations, with the full participation and the free prior and informed consent of the Indigenous Peoples who may be affected.  Indigenous Peoples’ rights to their traditional lands and territories, Treaties, subsistence, self-determination and cultural practices must also be fully respected and upheld in this regard.   
8. The proposal to upgrade the UN Commission on Sustainable Development to a new Council, similar to the Human Rights Council, while it may elevate discussions on sustainability within the UN system; it could also have the potential to reduce the space for Indigenous Peoples to participate and be part of any negotiation process. The experience with the recent creation of the Human Rights Council, from the former Commission on Human Rights, confirms the potential for reduced opportunities for participation. This is an issue that requires further discussion and analysis particularly in relation to the development of guiding principles, taking into consideration UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, current Indigenous- related UN mechanisms, as well as the role of self-governing bodies and autonomies within Indigenous territories.
9. The disproportionate impacts of climate change and environmental degradation on Indigenous women is a matter of urgent concern. Impacts include destruction of their traditional ways of life, cultural and subsistence activities, threats to their health including reproductive health, increasing violence and risks to their personal, community, and cultural development.
10. The “Green Economy” proposal which will be a theme for discussion at Rio + 20, has not been clearly defined, and there are many concerns expressed by Indigenous Peoples. There is, for example, a concern that it will be used by Corporations and States to continue to replicate the same destructive and exploitative “economic development”, models that have caused the current global economic, environmental and climate crisis.  Indigenous Peoples have the opportunity to define and implement their own holistic concepts of development in the context of, inter alia Articles 3, 20, 25, 26, 31, 32, 33 and 37 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and taking into account equity, human rights and traditional knowledge principles and the concept of well-being as defined by Indigenous Peoples themselves.  Our proposed model of development with culture, identity, self-determination and territory will be presented by Indigenous Peoples and should be carefully considered by States, at the Rio + 20 Conference.
Recommendations

1. We recommended that a global Steering Committee be set up, composed by focal points from each of the seven regions, to coordinate our work in preparation for Rio + 20. The Steering Committee will also be responsible for compiling information from the regions and submitting the draft report for Rio + 20 to the UN, by the end of October 2011. The final version of the report will be submitted to the 11th Session of the UNPFII and Rio + 20.  The global steering committee will be composed by two delegates from each region.  

2. We recommended that the States open an accreditation process for the Rio + 20 Conference and its preparatory processes as soon as possible, for Indigenous Peoples organizations who are not on the CSD roster and do not have ECOSOC status are able to participate.

3. We recommend that an assessment of the themes to be addressed at Rio + 20, as well as the process being implemented for participation by Indigenous Peoples, be assessed and revised as needed in light of the relevant provisions of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

4. We recommend, the ensuring legal protection of Indigenous Peoples’ rights to lands, territories, resources and traditional knowledge be essential prerequistes for the development and planning of any and all adaptation and mitigation measures in response to climate change, environmental conservation (including the creation of “protected areas“),  sustainable use of biodiversity and measures to combat desertification. Therefore, we encourage States to take steps in this direction.
5. We recommend that Indigenous Peoples define their own concept of “sustainable development” and “living well”, to be presented at Rio + 20, which take into account a range of human rights, cultural, traditional use and equity principles.
6. We recommend that all processes of planning, development and implementation of the preparation and outcomes of Rio + 20, include the right of Indigenous Peoples to participate in decision-making affirmed in Article 18 of the UN declaration and that the right to Free Prior and Informed Consent be fully upheld and implemented.
7. We recommended that Rio + 20 promote, define and implement effective and formal structures for Indigenous Peoples' participation, including women and youth, in decision-making processes with relation to the UN Convention, as well as in standard-setting processes and bodies addressing environment and development.  These include the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the Commission on Sustainable Development,  the Rotterdam Convention (on international trade of chemicals), and the Basel Convention (on transport of toxic wastes). 
8. We recommended that the term “Food Sovereignty” rather than “Food Security”, be adopted at Rio+20,  definition which was developed and agreed to by Indigenous Peoples in the Declaration of Atitlan from the first Indigenous Peoples’ Global Consultation on the Right to Food and Food Sovereignty, Guatemala, 2002, as follows: 
“Food Sovereignty is the right of Peoples to define their own policies and strategies for sustainable production, distribution, and consumption of food, with respect for their own cultures and their own systems of managing natural resources and rural areas, and is considered to be a precondition for Food Security.” 
9. We further recommend that, the Cultural Indicators for Food Sovereignty and Sustainable Development, the Indigenous Peoples' Indicators of Bio-diversity and the “Indicators of Well-being”, developed by the UN Permanent Forum be considered and applied as important assessment tools directly related to the themes of Rio + 20. 
10. We call upon States at Rio + 20 to recognize and support Indigenous traditional practices related to agro-ecology, and various forms of food production (fishing, hunting, farming, gathering and pastoralism) as a basis of Food sovereignty, which also serve to protect biological diversity and traditional knowledge as alternatives to the non-sustainable industrial food production models, based on genetically modified seeds, plants and animals, and the use of toxic pesticides and other agro-chemicals.
11. We recommended that the “Cultural Pillar” be adopted at Rio + 20 as the missing “4th Pillar” of Sustainable Development based on the perspectives, rights, traditional knowledge, cultural integrity, identity and sustainable practices of Indigenous Peoples which are integral to our vision, practice and understanding of development, thus effectively, reflecting the international accepted definition of the right to development, as a fundamental component of self-determination of all peoples.  
12. In addition we recommend that Rio + 20 address and consider the emerging issue of “land grabbing” and forced resolution of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, as a result of industrial agriculture and large scale production of bio/agro fuels and other so-called mitigation measures to combat climate change.  
13. We recommend that in all processes related to Rio + 20, the rights to lands, territories and natural resources of the Indigenous Peoples, their vision of well-being and sustainability based on a harmonious relationship with the Natural World be formally incorporated, respected and included, as a vital contribution to prevent the urgent threats to the destruction of the global environment.
14. We recommend that the “Green Economy” proposal reject “neoliberal”, market-based development models based on resource extraction.  We further recommend that current “Green Economy” proposals be redrafted, in a way that emphasizes, among others, the following aspects:  conservation and reduction in resource consumption levels, especially in “developed” counties; the importance of decentralized development projects that support and restore rather than undermine local economies, environments and food systems and respect self-determination. It is also necessary to include the full implementation of human rights including the rights of Indigenous Peoples; a priority for development of sustainable energy and a rapid phase-out of all fossil fuels production and use and; respect for and incorporation of Indigenous Peoples' vision of development based on harmony between human societies and nature.  Finally, we recommend that all “Green Economy” programs and projects must first and foremost include the full participation with free, prior and informed consent by the Indigenous Peoples who may be affected at all stages of development, including their definition, planning, implementation and monitoring.
15. We continue to reject market-based mitigation and adaption models regarding climate change and reaffirm paragraph 6 of the “Anchorage Declaration” regarding carbon markers and forest offsets, as follows: “We challenge States to abandon false solutions to climate change that negatively impact Indigenous Peoples’ rights, lands, air, oceans, forests, territories and waters. These include nuclear energy, large-scale dams, geo-engineering techniques, “clean coal”, agro-fuels, plantations, and market based mechanisms such as carbon trading, the Clean Development Mechanism, and forest offsets. The human rights of Indigenous Peoples to protect our forests and forest livelihoods must be recognized, respected and ensured.”

16. We further call upon States, to immediate halt the activities of the so called “carbon pirates” or "carbon cowboys" from private industry that are preying upon Indigenous Peoples living in forests and other eco-systems targeted by carbon traders, and to ensure that their free prior and informed consent and others rights, are upheld fully in accordance with Article 32 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.   

17. We consider that around the world, mining is an activity that produces large amounts of environmental contamination, including greenhouse gasses, and is vastly destructive to natural ecosystems, health and the water and food sources upon which Indigenous Peoples and other communities depend.  We therefore call for a moratorium on mining in fragile and culturally important ecosystems such as forests, deserts, near water sources, in sacred, subsistence, in fragile arctic ecosystems and in or near the traditional lands or territories of Indigenous Peoples, who have not given their free prior and informed consent.
18. We recommend that the “precautionary approach” (principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development) be reaffirmed at Rio + 20,  together with a renewed commitment by States to eliminate the production, use and dumping of chemicals that are toxic, persistent and hazardous that pose dire threats to the health of impacted communities and ecosystems, and most of all violate human rights; including the rights of Indigenous Peoples to free, prior and informed consent as stated in Article 29 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  We call upon States to make a commitment to utilize and implement the Precautionary Principle as an alternative to the models of “risk assessment” and “management” of toxic chemicals presented in sections 19 and 20 of Agenda 21.  In addition, we recommend that agricultural methods and practices used traditionally by Indigenous communities based on safe alternatives to toxic pesticides be recognized and supported.
19. We recommended that the practice of exporting banned pesticides and other chemicals by the USA and other States cease immediately. We also recommend that the provisions within UN Conventions and national laws which permit this practice without the free, prior and informed consent of the Indigenous Peoples and communities who may be impacted at the source of exposure as well as through global transport, be reviewed immediately and revised. 
20. We recommend that there be further and continuing debate, with the full participation and engagement of Indigenous Peoples, regarding the development of new or the strengthening of existing institutional frameworks on sustainable development. Any further developments of institutional frameworks should include and recognize the important contributions of Indigenous Peoples based on their traditional knowledge and practices, as well as the key role of the UN Permanent Forum, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We recommend the creation of formal mechanisms that ensure the participation of Indigenous Peoples in general. In addition, there should be adequate resources provided to ensure the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in any the new or enhanced institutional framework. 
21. We recommend that the traditional knowledge being used by Indigenous women regarding methods of adaption and mitigation must be respected, promoted and strengthened and that their roles as leaders and actors in all levels of discussion and decision making regarding sustainable development and well-being for Indigenous Peoples be respected.   

22. Finally we recognize the vital contributions and the vision of the future presented by Indigenous youth, as those who will experience the long-term results of the decisions being made at the Rio + 20 World Conference.   We stress the importance of including Indigenous and other youth in all stages of the planning and implementation, as well as in designing the final outcomes, of Rio + 20.  

For all our relations, adopted by consensus August 24th 2011, Manaus Brazil
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